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VIQIT  THE  COMMERCIAL 

V 1^1  1 travelers  to  the 

REPUBLICAN  CANDIDATE 
FOR  PRESIDENT 


The  commercial  travelers  of  the  United  States  are  a 
unit  for  sound  money.  And  it  follows  as  a conse- 
quence that  they  are  almost  a unit  for  the  Republican 
candidate  for  president.  While  they  have,  in  the  past, 
been  divided  between  the  two  great  parties,  their  T 
thorough  understanding  of  the  laws  of  business,  and  the 
importance  of  maintaining  a sound  currency,  has  led 
them  to  almost  unanimously  rally  to  the  support  of 
Major  ^McKinley,  in  w'hose  election  they  see  safety  for 
the  financial  system  of  the  nation.  « 

The  sentiments  of  the  great  army  of  commercial 
travelers  was  voiced  by  a large  body  of  representative 
men  from  their  ranks,  who  called  upon  Major  McKinley 
at  Canton  on  August  29 . They  were  introduced  to  Mr. 
McKinley  by  their  president,  31r.  G.  J.  Corey,  who  spoke 
as  follows: 

PRESIDENT  COREY’S  ADDRESS. 

Major  McKinley:  Allow  me  in  behalf  of  the  com- 
mercial  travelers  of  the  United  States  to  extend  you 
greetings.  The  Commercial  McKinley  club  No.  1 was 
organized  June  15, 1892,  the  day  that  you  assumed  the 
chairmanship  of  the  national  Republican  convention  at 
Minneapolis.  The  organizers  of  this  club  early  beheld  in 
you  above  all  others  the  embodiment  and  greatest  expo- 
nent of  the  principles  which  they  cherished  and  firmly 
believed  essential  to  the  -welfare  and  prosperity  of  our 
country,  namely,  protection  to  our  home  industries,  reci- 
procity, a sound  treasury  and  honest  money.  In  you  they 
also  beheld  a man  they  knew  to  be  a genuine  true  friend 
to  the  toiling  millions  of  our  country.  A true  American 
whose  first  and  best  thought  and  life  work  had  been 
given  to  help  lift  the  burden  from  the  shoulders  of  his 
toiling  countrymen.  Time  has  shown  the  wisdom  of  their 
choice.  Your  magic  name  has  added  thousands  upon 
thousands  of  earnest  w^orkers  to  our  membership  rolls. 

The  intervening  years  have  been  trying  and  critical  times 
for  all,  but  you  have  never  for  a moment  lost  the  faith 
that  was  in  you.  When  overwhelming  defeat  met  and 
crushed  your  cherished  hopes,  aspirations  and  life  w'ork 
on  the  very  eve  of  its  grand  consummation,  you  maintained  # 
a serene  confidence  in  the  ultimate  triumph  and  vindica- 
tion of  these  great  principles.  Reverses  only  stimulated 
you  to  greater  effort.  Your  gallant  championship  of  the 
cause  gave  confidence  to  the  disheartened.  You  have  al- 
ready won  a lasting  place,  not  only  in  the  history  of  our 
republic,  but  in  the  hearts  of  millions  of  your  fellow 
countrymen,  who  have  spontaneously  risen  and  demanded 
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that  you  shall  be  their  standard  bearer  in  this  great  cam- 
paign of  1896. 

I feel  safe  in  saying  that  there  is  no  class  of  citizens 
in  our  country  who  more  thoroughly  understand  and  com- 
prehend the  true  issues  of  this  campaign  than  the  com- 
mercial traveling  men.  They  are  selected  in  all  the  var- 
ious lines  of  business;  they  represent  for  their  intelli- 
gence, keen  judgment  of  men  and  conditions  that  exist 
and  affect  the  business  and  prosperity  of  the  section  of 
country  allotted  to  them.  They  are  satisfied  with  the 
money  of  our  country,  knowing  that  it  is  as  good  as  any 
in  the  world.  In  this  great  army  of  commercial  ambas- 
sadors, everyone  is  thinking  for  himself.  They  know 
without  private  or  public  instruction  that  the  free  coinage 
of  silver  is  not  the  true  issue  of  this  campaign,  but  that 
it  is  protection  of  home  industries,  reciprocity  and  a sound 
treasury. 

These  three  conditions  will  bring  back  to  us  prosper- 
ous times,  but  the  coinage  of  fifty-cent  dollars  wull  bring 
only  distrust,  panic  and  further  suffering.  They  know 
that  this  populistic,  anarchistic  free  coinage  combination, 
masquerading  under  the  name  of  Democracy,  did  not 
dare  come  before  the  country  on  the  true  issue  of  this 
campaign,  because  recent  elections  have  convinced  them 
that  they  wmuld  be  buried  by  the  intelligent  voters 
deeper  than  were  the  mythical  cyclops,  and  Mount  Etna 
hurled  over  them. 

And  so  they  improvised  this  false  issue,  free  coinage 
of  silver,  as  the  panacea  for  the  evils  they  have  brought 
upon  us,  knowing  that  the  average  citizen  had  given  the 
subject  but  little  if  any  thought  and  they  could  therefore 
fool  him  again  with  their  sophistries  and  get  his  vote  in 
this  campaign  as  they  did  in  ’92  on  the  plausible  theories 
of  the  benefits  of  free  trade  to  the  workingman,  creating 
an  enlarged  foreign  market  for  our  manufactured  prod- 
ucts, in  competition  with  the  low-  paid  labor  of  Europe, 
India,  China  and  Japan. 

The  commercial  traveling  men  of  the  United  States 
have  enlisted  nearly  to  a man  to  save  this  country  from 
the  fearful  perils  of  a bankrupt  treasury,  fiat  and  depre- 
ciated money,  repudiation  and  the  other  long  chain  of 
evils  that  follow. 

The  battle-ground  has  been  transferred  in  this  cam- 
paign to  our  western  states,  and  I assure  you  that  no 
more  thorough,  honest  work  could  be  done  in  this  section 
than  the  commercial  traveling  men  are  now  doing.  They 
are  at  work  with  an  enthusiasm  that  hardly  knovrs 
bounds.  Traveling  early  and  late  with  Republican  liter- 
ature in  every  pocket,  not  forgetting  that  their  next  duty 
to  the  selling  of  their  wares  and  merchandise,  is  to  pros- 
elyte for  the  cause,  I am  almost  persuaded  to  say;  “ The 
perpetuation  of  our  free  institutions.” 
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They  recognize  that  in  your  election  hangs  the  wel- 
fare and  prosperity  of  our  whole  country  for  years  to 
come.  ■'Graver  issues  have  not  been  presented  since  1861, 
but  we  come  from  the  center  of  the  battlefield  to  bring 
you  words  of  encouragement  and  good  cheer,  and  meet 
you  in  a spirit  of  cheerfulness,  firmly  believing  in  the 
glorious  triumph  of  our  cause  on  the  third  day  of  Novem- 
ber next. 

A victory  so  overwhelming  that  their  scattered  forces 
will  not  for  a generation  to  come  be  reorganized  on  the 
present  wild,  impracticable  and  dangerous  theories  of 
government. 

MAJOR  McKIXIiRA’K 

“ Mr.  Corey,  gentlemen  of  the  Commercial  Travelers 
association,  and  my  fellow  citizens:  I bid  you  welcome, 
sincere  welcome  to  my  home.  Thrice  welcome  are  you 
here.  I am  honored,  greatly  honored  by  the  call  of  this 
assemblage  of  commercial  men  representing  great  com- 
mercial interests  and  coming  from  every  section  of  our 
common  country.  (Applause.)  Although  you  are  accus- 
tomed to  calling  on  people,  for  that  I believe  is  chiefly 
your  business,  let  me  assure  you  that  you  never  made  a 
call  anywhere  more  agreeable  to  your  host  than  this  call 
is  to  me.  (Great  applause  and  cries  of  “Good,  good,” 
and  “ Hurrah  for  McKinley.”)  It  would  be  pleasant  to 
me  personally  to  meet  you  on  any  occasion,  but  it  is 
peculiarly  gratifying  to  meet  you  now,  coming  as  a 
body,  to  testify  your  united  and  confident  devotion  to  the 
Republican  principles  enunciated  by  the  national  Re- 
publican convention  of  1896.  (Cheers.) 

“ I recognize  your  influence  as  one  of  the  most  potent 
factors  in  political  contests,  and  I am  glad  to  know,  that 
this  year,  in  a greater  degree  than  ever  before,  the  com- 
mercial men  of  the  country  are  united  in  the  cause  of 
the  Republican  party.  (Tremendous  cheering.) 

A PRACTlCAli 

“ You  have  not  always  been  in  such  close  agreement 
with  each  other  politically  as  now,  but  then  you  have  had 
experience,  and  for  four  years,  or  nearly  so,  you  have 
been  attending  the  school  in  which  all  the  rest  of  us  have 
been  pupils.  (Great  laughter.)  It  has  been  a free  school 
(renewed  langhter);  the  tuition  has  been  free  (continued 
laughter  and  cries  of  “ Pretty  costly,  though  ”),  but  the 
ultimate  cost  has  been  very  great.  (Applause  and  cries 
of  “That  is  right.”)  No  body  of  American  citizens  of 
equal  number  could  properly  have  a deeper  interest 
in  the  success  of  Republican  principles  than  you;  and 
none,  I am  sure,  can  do  so  much  to  secure  their  cer- 
tain triumph  as  you.  (Great  cheering  and  cries  of  “We 
will  do  that  all  right.  Major  ”)  You  are  not  only  carriers 

4 


of  commerce  but  creators  of  confidence;  not  only  advo- 
cates of  progress  but  promoters  of  prosperity.  Every- 
where you  inspire  either  confidence  or  distrust,  for  you 
tell  the  truth  about  the  condition  of  the  country.  You 
not  only  sell  goods,  or  used  to,  (great  laughter  and 
cheering),  but  you  disseminate  information  among  your 
customers. 

A SAFE  BU»$I\^ES!!$  BAROMETER. 

“ There  is  no  more  certain  barometer  of  the  business 
of  the  United  States  than  the  sentiment  of  the  men  of 
which  this  body  assembled  here  this  morning  is  a repre- 
sentative. You  encourage  the  despondent  and  quicken 
the  lagging  into  fresh  activity;  you  give  new  hope  and 
stimulate  new  effort  in  that  great  body  of  business  men 
upon  whom  so  largely  depends  the  revival  of  business  in 
all  parts  of  our  country.  (Applause.)  What  we  want 
above  all  else,  my  fellow  citizens,  is  confidence.  (Cries 
of  “ Good,  good.”)  And  we  cannot  get  confidence  by 
threatening  to  revolutionize  all  values  and  repudiate  ob- 
ligations, both  public  and  private.  (Enthusiastic  cheer- 
ing.) You  know  the  facts  of  business  and  can  dispel  the 
theories  of  the  dreamer  and  the  misstatements  of  the 
demagogue,  and  one  thing  I like  about  the  commercial 
travelers  is  that  every  one  of  them  is  for  the  United 
States  of  America,  (great  applause  and  cries  of  “ And  for 
McKinley,  too”)  and  always  stand  up  for  America. 
(Cheers.)  We  are  all  members  of  the  great  American 
family,  and  those  policies  which  are  good  for  one  of  us 
are  good  for  all  of  us.  (Cries  of  “That  is  right.”)  Those 
policies  that  are  good  for  the  Eastern  and  the  Central 
States  are  good  for  the  West  and  the  great  Northwest. 
(Applause.)  We  have  always  practiced  the  golden  rule. 
The  best  policy  is  ‘ To  live  and  let  live,’  and  to  buy  and 
sell  in  the  way  that  will  best  promote  the  good  of  all. 
(Applause.)  It  never  pays  to  buy  cheap  goods  from  a 
rival  whose  object  in  selling  to  you  at  a low  price  is  to 
establish  a business  that  will  in  time  destroy  your  own. 
(Great  applause  and  cries  of  “ That  is  right.”)  We  want 
no  cheap  goods  in  this  country  at  the  expense  of  free  and 
honest  American  labor.  (Tremendous  cheering  and  cries 
of  “ Hurrah  for  McKinley.”)  We  want  no  cheap  goods 
whose  production  would  require  us  to  introduce  in  the 
United  States  industrial  and  social  degradation.  (Cries  of 
“You  are  right,  we  don’t.”)  The  commercial  travelers  are 
practical  business  men  and  comprehend  business  results. 
They  understand  business;  they  know  what  will  best  pro- 
mote it,  and  they  realize  that  it  is  not  what  it  ought  to  be 
to-day  in  the  United  States.  (Great  applause  and  cries  of 
“ That’s  right.”)  I read  an  interview  yesterday  with  a 
commercial  traveler  and  he  said  he  had  been  in  seven 
states,  and  the  reply  to  his  question,  ‘ Do  you  want  any- 
thing in  my  line?’  came  the  stereotyped  answer,  ‘We 
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don’t  need  anything  now.’  (Cries  of  “We  have  been 
there,”  and  great  laughter.)  Well,  gentlemen,  we  need 
all  you  have  got  in  this  line  of  work  for  the  country  this 
year.  (Great  cheering  and  cries  of  “ You  will  get  it.”) 

PKOTECTIOUf,  IIECIPROCITY  AXO  PROS- 
PERITY. 

“Your  spokesman  has  eloquently  enumerated  several 
of  the  great  essentials  to  our  welfare  and  prosperity. 
Protection,  as  he  w^ell  said,  is  the  true  national  policy,  the 
foundation  stone  on  which  must  be  reared  the  great 
structure  of  American  ascendency  and  progress,  the  sys- 
tem that  is  preservative  of  all  business,  that  steadily 
advances  this  country  to  the  proudest  rank  in  manufac- 
turing, mining,  trading  and  farming,  which  it  should 
always  occupy — greater  than  any  other  nation  of  the 
world.  (Great  applause.)  You  will  agree,  1 am  sure,  in 
the  proud  claim  of  Henry  Clay — for  it  is  just  as  true 
to-day  as  ever  before, ‘The  cause  of  protection,’ said  he, 
‘is  the  cause  of  the  country  and  it  must  and  will  prevail. 
It  is  founded  in  the  interests  and  affections  of  the  people.’ 
Reciprocity,  too,  the  gift  of  Blaine  (applause)  and 
Harrison  (renewed  applause)  to  the  Nation,  deferred  by 
Garfield’s  (cheers)  untimely  death,  was  at  length  pro- 
claimed by  that  great  president,  statesman  and  patriot, 
Benjamin  Harrison.  (Tremendous  cheering  and  cries  of 
“ Hurrah  for  McKinley.”)  Reciprocity,  the  twin  of  pro- 
tection and  true  handmaiden  of  prosperity,  already  has  a 
strong  hold  on  the  affections  of  our  people.  Limited  as 
her  opportunities  have  been,  she  has  always  shown  that 
she  can  be  a great  factor  in  the  trade  of  our  country. 
What  we  w^ant,  gentlemen,  is  a reciprocity  that  is  fair, 
liberal  and  just  to  ours  as  well  as  to  other  countries. 
We  will  have  no  policy  by  which  we  do  not  get  as  much 
as  w'e  give  (cries  of  “ Good,  good”),  and  will  inaugurate 
no  reciprocity  policy  that  takes  from  American  workmen 
a single  day’s  work  that  they  can  possibly  get.  (Great 
applause  and  cries  of  “McKinley’s  all  right.”)  We  Avill 
simply  revive  the  policy  that  put  American  flour  in 
Havana  free,  and  gave  Cuban  sugar  free  to  the  people 
of  the  United  States  (great  cheering)  on  terms  alike  just, 
fair,  honorable  and  advantageous  to  both  countries.  (Re- 
newed cheering.)  The  policy  of  Harrison  and  Blaine 
(applause)  means  the  supremacy  of  trade — not  its  injury. 
It  proposed  new  and  larger  markets  to  our  surplus  man- 
ufactured and  agricultural  products — not  injurious  com- 
petition, nor  lessened  trade.  (Applause.)  It  must  mean 
better  -wages  and  firmer  prices  for  what  we  do  or  can 
produce,  not  less  work  or  poorer  reward  to  any  of  our 
citizens.  (Cheers.) 

“ It  found  our  foreign  products  practically  excluded 
from  the  countries  that  were  receiving  important  and 
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profitable  concessions  from  the  United  States,  and  exacted 
equal  advantages  from  them.  It  said,  open  your  gates  to 
us;  ours  are  already  open  to  you.  It  increased  our 
foreign  trade  only  in  a degree  that  it  advanced  our 
domestic  trade.  Protection  guards  the  products  of  our 
< labor  at  home;,  reciprocity  opens  a market  for  the  prod- 
ucts of  our  labor  abroad.  (Cries  of  “ Good,  good,  that’s 
right.”)  We  gain  by  both  and  we  wull  maintain  both  so 
long  as  the  good  of  the  country  demands  it.  (Great 
applause.) 

A SOLXl>  TREASURY  MEAXS  A SOUXR  BUSI- 
' XESS. 

“A  sound  treasury,  too,  is  demanded  alike  by  every  con- 
sideration of  good  government,  and  good  business.  The 
government  must  provide  revenue  for'all  expenses  or  its 
credit  will  be  in  constant  jeopardy.  Pour  of  the  great 
invaluable  ends  Which  Hamilton  said  in  1790  were  “to 
be  secured  by  a proper  and  adequate  provision  for  the 
support  of  public  credit”  are  as  important  to-day  as  they 
were  then.  Let  me  enumerate  them:  ‘‘To  promote  the 
increasing  respectability  of  the  American  name ; to  an- 
swer the  calls  of  justice;  to  furnish  new  resources  both  to 
‘ agriculture  and  commerce;  and  to  establish  public  order 
on  the  basis  of  an  upright  and  liberal  policy.”  The 
means  Hamilton  recommended  for  the  accomplishment 
of  these  glorious  objects  are  those  that  should  be  restored 
in  the  administration  of  our  government  to-day.  He 
favored  the  levying  of  sufiicient  duties  upon  foreign 
products  to  provide  abundant  resources  for  the  support 
of  the  government.  (Cries  of  “ Good,  good.”)  To  pay  its 
national  debt  and  establish,  foster  and  encourage  manu- 
facturing, commerce  and  agriculture.  (Applause.)  He 
favored  the  policy  of  fully  protecting  the  American  peo- 
ple in  their  occupations  and  enterprises,  thereby  creating 
that  splendid  home  market  which  is  the  best  and  great- 
est in  the  world.  (Great  cheering.)  He  favored  a debt- 
paying, not  a debt-increasing  policy.  (Applause.)  A 
confidence  inspiring,  not  a confidence  destroying  system. 
, (Great  applause  and  cries  of  “That’s  good.”) 

- “ Let  us  emulate  this  great  example  and  return  to  the 

wise  course  he  bade  us  follow.  The  safest  prop  to  a 
sound  treasury  is  a protective  tariff  (cries  of  “You  are 
right”),  and  I believe  that  the  American  people  intend  to 
restore  it.  (Cries  of  “ They  will.”)  It  is  the  true  patriotic 
policy  and  cannot  be  safely  surrendered,  compromised 
or  abandoned.  (Great  applause.) 

HOXEST  MOXEY  THE  BEST  MOXEYL 

“Honest  money  must  always  be  the  best  money. 
(Cheers.)  That  is  the  character  of  the  money  we  have 
in  circulation  today — every  dollar  worth  one  hundred 
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cents  (tremendou  plause),  in  every  country  of  the 
world  and  we  pr'  se  to  keep  it  there,  (Enthusiastic 
cheering  and  cries  of  “When  you  are  elected,  which  you 
will  be.  There  is  no  doubt  about  that.”)  If  there  is  one 
kind  of  money  that  is  good  in  every  civilized  country  of 
the  world  and  another  that  passes  in  only  some  parts  of  ’ 
the  world,  the  people  of  the  United  States  will  never  be 
content  with  anything  short  of  the  best.  (Great  ap- 
plause.) W^e  have  been  doing  business  on  that  basis 
since  January  1,  1879.  We  will  continue  that  policy  so 
long  as  we  have  a just  regard  for  our  honest  obligations 
and  high  standing  as  a nation.  (Cheers.)  ^ Free  silver  at  , 
a ratio  of  sixteen  to  one,  or  about  half  its  true  bullion 
value  is  not  a full  dollar.  (Cries  of  “No,  you  bet  it 
isn’t.”)  Good  money  never  made  times  hard  (cries  of 
“ No,  no,”)  and  poor  money  never  made  times  good. 
(Tremendous  applause  and  waving  of  hats.) 

“ My  fellow  citizens,  our  contest  this  year  is  for  the 
country’s  honor  and  prosperity.  The  need  of  the  hour  is 
work  for  willing  hands,  work  and  wages  for  the  unem- 
ployed, (cries  of  “That’s  right,  major”),  and  a chance  to 
earn  the  good  dollars  which  are  now  idle  and  are  only 
waiting  in  their  hiding  place  for  a restoration  of  con-  . 
fidence.  (Great  cheering.) 

“ Our  contest  is  for  the  good  faith  of  the  nation  and 
the  welfare  of  the  people,  and  we  can  proclaim  with 
confidence  the  same  supreme  faith  in  the  people  which 
upheld  Lincoln  (cheers),  in  every  trial  of  the  war.  As  he 
said,  ‘ Intelligence  and  patriotism  and  a firm  reliance  in 
Him  who  has  never  yet  forsaken  this  favored  land  are  still 
competent  to  adjust  in  the  best  way  all  our  present 
difficulties.’  (Cries  of  “ That’s  right.”)  In  this  faith  we 
submit  our  contention  to  the  great  tribunal  of  the  people. 

“ I thank  you,  my  fellow  citizens,  for  the  compliment 
and  courtesy  of  this  call.  I thank  you  for  your  message 
of  good  will  and  assurance  of  support  given  to  me  by 
your  spokesman.  I shall  never  forget  this  call  of  the 
commercial  travelers  'Of  the  United  Statesj  (cries  of 
“ Nor  will  we,”)  and  it  will  give  me  the  greatest  pleasure 
to  meet  and  greet  each  one  of  you  personally.”  (Tre- 
mendous cheering  and  cries  of  “ Hurrah  for  McKinley, 
the  next  president.”) 


